December 22, 2009
Dear Rowan Southern Baptist Church Family, ”’ p‘”/g

As I write this Christmas is three days away. We had our four days of the Christmas Store a little later than usual this year,
and what a wonderful four days it was!

Everything went smooth, and we had several volunteers who faithfully worked the entire week. Folk came early to help
and minister to our “customers”, and they did it with glad hearts and a loving spirit. Everyone was greeted with a big
smile from our Greeters as they were welcomed to the store. The shopper’s aides were ready and waiting to serve those
who came to shop. And our outstanding check-out team made sure their purchases were checked out and bagged so they
could move on to the Counselors (Pastors).

No one person makes the Christmas Store what it is — it does take “a village to make the store” a success. And the
“village” is the support we get from the congregations of the Rowan Southern Baptist Association Churches. Some help
with monetary support, donations of toys, clothes and food, etc. Some help by donating their time and talents to getting
donated and bought items priced and organized into our “storage area” so we can access our inventory to see what we will
need to serve the various ages of children. In fact this process starts during the year before the store. The PRAYER
SUPPORT we receive is crucial to our success.

The Christmas Store ministry holds a special place in my heart, and I know it always will. I retired in June, 2000, and that
December was my first year as Director of the store. I have loved serving every year and learned something from each
year. We have tried to make changes to better serve our “customers”. I feel those that come to “shop” for the most part
have a positive experience. We want them to leave the store feeling better than when they entered. By the counseling
being the last stop for the customers that means the most important aspect and mission of the store is fulfilled. We are
thankful we are able to provide gifts and toys for the parents to give to their children on Christmas. What parent does not
want to be able to do for their children? We are glad we go further than just something that will be temporary — our hope
and prayer is that those who have spiritual needs will have them met as they are counseled. Filling that need is something
that hopefully will be with them the rest of their days.

Since this is my 10th year at the Christmas Store, I feel it is time for let someone else take over. I know I will miss the
Christmas Store experience, but I will definitely always support and pray for this ministry just as I will always love and
pray for each of you. I would love to give you the names of everyone who had a part in making this year’s store a success,
but I am afraid I would overlook someone. EVERYONE who did anything for the store is very much appreciated, and we
could not do it without all of you. Every one of you has been an inspiration to me for your dedication to the task at hand
to get the Christmas Store ready to “open”. Your enthusiasm carries over to all of us.

We want to thank every volunteer who had any part in the store, and we want to thank the churches and individuals who
provided lunch for the four days the store was “open”. It made a nice mid-day break for the workers, and they were

refreshed and ready to get back to serving our shoppers. .
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May God continue to use each of you and your church for His Glory.
> "
Love in Christ to each of you, p.a ;.'

Sue L Clark 1 e

We always like to share the totals of the families and children we served during the store, and the most important

TOTAL OF ALL is the number of CONVERSIONS (33) and for that we are most thankful !
(To GOD BE THE GLORY, GREAT THINGS HE HATH DONE!)

Total number of families served 170
(One-parent families) 103

(Two-parent families 67 NUMBER OF CHILDREN: 447
P.S. Don’t forget to take advantage of those, end of the season sales...

We take donations for the Christmas Store ALL year long!




