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Mark Twain once said: “Twenty years from now yolill e more disappointed by the things you didn
dothan by the ones you did. So throw off the bowljrszsl away from the safe harbor, and catch thaetre
winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover. "
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If you are like most people as 2011 came to a cyosereflected on the year that had passed. There
those things you wished you could have accomplisireti those opportunities you wish you had taken
advantage of. You ponder all the interesting thitigat happened in the past year; the good time:$hen
bad; the frustrating and the fun times. Hopefulgre are some lessons that have been learned/éom
experiences, but more than anything, | hope yoe Is@en God to be faithful through all of them.

After a period of reflecting, which may have inokadtears and laughter; it is time to look forwanthw
great excitement, wondering what God has for ufiegncoming year. What new experiences will we go
through and what new lessons will we learn. A wyear is fresh unchartered territory and that istexe

It helps me to remember that God is in total cdrarml that we are constantly growing as His chiidead
that He knows the plans He has for us. Plans wfwisdom, insight and understanding that He wamts t
impart to us, if we will allow Him to.

Paul wrote in Philippians 3: “Not that | have ablgabtained all this, or have already arrived atgogl,
but | press on to take hold of that for which Chdiesus took hold of me. Brothers and sisters, hat
consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. Buoe thing | do: forgetting what is behind and stirzg
toward what is ahead, | press on toward the goairiche prize for which God has called me heavedwa
in Christ Jesus.”

The Message says it this way: “I'm not saying tHadve this all together, that | have it made. Bam
well on my way, reaching out for Christ, who hasxsmdrously reached out for me. Friends, don'inget
wrong: By no means do | count myself an expertliofahis, but I've got my eye on the goal, wh&ed
is beckoning us onward—to Jesus. I'm off and rugaind I'm not turning back.”

This past year there were times of grief and tinnkgoy, and it helps me to remember that God
Sovereign and through all that we experience He ike process of making us more like His Sonhals
always helped me to remember that God is in tadakrol and that we are constantly growing as H
children and that He knows the plans He has for us.
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With that said, | want to encourage each of ugppfmr@ach the New Year with a fresh outlook, leavimg
past behind where it belongs, not that we forgetghst but we learn from it and move forward irite t
present and future with our hearts and minds opeadeive whatever God has for us.

May | offer several ways we can move into a new yath great anticipation:
May we see the New Year as full of:
New Beginnings Start the New Year with a fresh point of view iew experiences, memories and

blessings. May your heart and mind be open tcetliag with the Lord to wherever the Lord may tak
you with the assurance that He is with you.
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New Opportunities: There’s no limit to what God can do in your lif&od opens doors that no man ce
shut and also closes doors that no man can open.

New Plans Every year is a new season, be prayerful of v@ad has planned for you and be willing t
walk by faith in obedience as you follow His leaglin

New Growth: When we are willing to let God work in us andaigh us, He will always stretch us an
grow us. This year make it a goal to grow in ymlationship with Him and in His Word.

Exodus 15:11 reminds us, “Who among the gods s jiku, LORD? Who is like you—majestic ir
holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders?”

May ALL of you see this expression of God in 2012.

Wishing all of you a Christ filled New Year and arciting year in serving the Lord together in Rowe
County.

Pastor Ken

2011 Christmas Store Update

The Rowan Southern Baptist Association was so blextto be part of the Christmas Store and see
how God'’s people work together as one. In doing see were able to show the love of Jesus to

309 families and 782 children.
Most importantly 53 people accepted Jesus as their SaviorPraise God!

Special thanks to North Main Baptist Church for htiag the Christmas Store and to the
numerous volunteers and counselors for sharing tlsisecial time with us.
May God bless you all!
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2012 STANDARD MILEAGE
REIMBURSEMENT RATE IS:
55.5 cents per mile for business miles driven;
23 cents per mile driven for medical or movh‘g
purposes and 14 cents per mile driven in
service of charitable organizatio
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Excel For Churches and Associations

When: Thursday, Jan 12, 2012
Where: Computer Lab at Baptist State
Convention of NC, 205 Convention Drive, Cary

" #
Description: This class will cover the use of Ex¢el
$%! & Spreadsheets Group: Administration Tegm:
(! ) Information Technology/Information Systems
#
Register at: Consultant Name: John D. Jones, Team Leader

www.lifeway.com Information Technology
919-459-5590
Contact Name: Judy Autry, Ministry Assistant

jautry@ncbaptist.org 800-395-5102, Ext. 5592

Information Syste

Executive Promotion Council Meeting
Monday, January 23, 2012
7:00 pm
Associational Office

Register  for this
jautry@ncbaptist.org

class by

emailing

January Birthdays
1 Rev. Mike Motley, Pastor, Trading

17 Rev. & Mrs. Frankiin (Ruby) Myers, Pastorge8per First

7 "'__/ 7.«2.,,

:?frnnux e s‘éz ool




5080 Natural Gas
5070 Electricity
5080 Water
5100 Building Maintenance & Repairs
5110 Lawn Care & Custodial Service Contract
5120 Insurance
5121 Web Site Development
5130 Misceiianeous Expense
Total Operating Expenses

[Total General Fund Spending I

[Total General Fund Receipts I







