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Mark Twain once said:  “Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things you didn't 
do than by the ones you did. So throw off the bowlines, sail away from the safe harbor, and catch the trade 
winds in your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover. " 
 
If you are like most people as 2011 came to a close you reflected on the year that had passed.  There were 
those things you wished you could have accomplished and those opportunities you wish you had taken 
advantage of.  You ponder all the interesting things that happened in the past year; the good times and the 
bad; the frustrating and the fun times.  Hopefully, there are some lessons that have been learned from your 
experiences, but more than anything, I hope you have seen God to be faithful through all of them. 
 
After a period of reflecting, which may have included tears and laughter; it is time to look forward with 
great excitement, wondering what God has for us in the coming year.  What new experiences will we go 
through and what new lessons will we learn.  A new year is fresh unchartered territory and that is exciting. 
 
It helps me to remember that God is in total control and that we are constantly growing as His children and 
that He knows the plans He has for us.  Plans of new wisdom, insight and understanding that He wants to 
impart to us, if we will allow Him to. 
 
Paul wrote in Philippians 3: “Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, 
but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.  Brothers and sisters, I do not 
consider myself yet to have taken hold of it.  But one thing I do: forgetting what is behind and straining 
toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward 
in Christ Jesus.”�

 

The Message says it this way:  “I'm not saying that I have this all together, that I have it made. But I am 
well on my way, reaching out for Christ, who has so wondrously reached out for me. Friends, don't get me 
wrong: By no means do I count myself an expert in all of this, but I've got my eye on the goal, where God 
is beckoning us onward—to Jesus. I'm off and running and I'm not turning back.” 
 
This past year there were times of grief and times of joy, and it helps me to remember that God is 
Sovereign and through all that we experience He is in the process of making us more like His Son.  It has 
always helped me to remember that God is in total control and that we are constantly growing as His 
children and that He knows the plans He has for us.   
 
With that said, I want to encourage each of us to approach the New Year with a fresh outlook, leaving the 
past behind where it belongs, not that we forget the past but we learn from it and move forward into the 
present and future with our hearts and minds open to receive whatever God has for us. 
 
May I offer several ways we can move into a new year with great anticipation: 
 
May we see the New Year as full of: 
 
New Beginnings: Start the New Year with a fresh point of view to new experiences, memories and 
blessings.  May your heart and mind be open to travelling with the Lord to wherever the Lord may take 
you with the assurance that He is with you. 
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New Opportunities: There’s no limit to what God can do in your life.  God opens doors that no man can 
shut and also closes doors that no man can open. 
 
New Plans: Every year is a new season, be prayerful of what God has planned for you and be willing to 
walk by faith in obedience as you follow His leading. 
 
New Growth: When we are willing to let God work in us and through us, He will always stretch us and 
grow us.  This year make it a goal to grow in your relationship with Him and in His Word.   
 
Exodus 15:11 reminds us, “Who among the gods is like you, LORD? Who is like you—majestic in 
holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders?” 
 
May ALL of you see this expression of God in 2012.  
 
Wishing all of you a Christ filled New Year and an exciting year in serving the Lord together in Rowan 
County. 
 
Pastor Ken 
 
 
 

2011 Christmas Store Update 
 

The Rowan Southern Baptist Association was so blessed to be part of the Christmas Store and see 
how God’s people work together as one.  In doing so we were able to show the love of Jesus to:                                                            

309 families and 782 children. 

Most importantly  53 people accepted Jesus as their Savior.  Praise God! 
 

Special thanks to North Main Baptist Church for hosting the Christmas Store and to the 
numerous volunteers and counselors for sharing this special time with us.                                                     

May God bless you all!   
 
                          
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

  



 
�2012 STANDARD MILEAGE 

REIMBURSEMENT RATE IS: 
55.5 cents per mile for business miles driven; 

23 cents per mile driven for medical or moving 
purposes and 14 cents per mile driven in 

service of charitable organizations. 
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Register at:    
www.lifeway.com   

  

Executive Promotion Council Meeting 
Monday, January 23, 2012 

7:00 pm 
Associational Office 

January Birthdays 
1 Rev. Mike Motley, Pastor, Trading Ford 
2 Rev. Ken Clark, Interim DOM 

12   Mrs. Norma Thomas, Pastor’s Wife, Franklin 
17   Rev. John Gray, Associate Pastor, Carmel 
19   Mrs. Elaine Beaver, Pastor's Wife, Main Street 
23   Mrs. Linda Gray, wife Associate Pastor, Carmel 

 

January Wedding Anniversary 

17    Rev. & Mrs. Franklin (Ruby) Myers, Pastor, Spencer First 
 

 

 
 

 

Excel For Churches and Associations 
 
When:  Thursday, Jan 12, 2012 
Where:  Computer Lab at Baptist State 
Convention of NC, 205 Convention Drive, Cary  
 
Description: This class will cover the use of Excel 
Spreadsheets Group: Administration Team: 
Information Technology/Information Systems  
 
Consultant Name: John D. Jones, Team Leader 
Information Technology Information System             
919-459-5590  
Contact Name: Judy Autry, Ministry Assistant 
jautry@ncbaptist.org 800-395-5102, Ext. 5592  
 
Register for this class by emailing 
jautry@ncbaptist.org 



 
   

 
 



 

 

 
 

2012 Pastors Prayer Retreat 
 

When:  Jan 10 – 11, 2012 
Where:  Lifeway-Ridgecrest Conference Center, Black Mountain  
Description/Times: Begins 2:00 pm, Tuesday, January 10, 2012; Concludes: 2:00 pm. Wednesday, January 
11, 2012  
Featured Speakers: Richard Owens Roberts and Dr. John Franklin  
Description: Concentrated time of prayer, devotions, encouragement and fellowship for pastors.  
TO REGISTER CONTACT: Ridgecrest Conference Center 1-800-588-7222  
 
Sponsored by the Office of Prayer for Evangelization & Spiritual Awakening, BSCNC, in partnership with 
Lifeway Ridgecrest Conference Center and the Baptist Children's Home. Evangelization Group Office of 
Prayer for Evangelization and Spiritual Awakening  
 
Contact: Betsy Roland; broland@ncbaptist.org. 1-800-395-5102, ext. 5513                                                                   
To register or for more information: www.PrayNC.org  
 


